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PUBLIC POLICY
The Public Policy major, minor, and Master’s degree include
interdisciplinary coursework that concentrates on the theory, analysis,
and application of policy. Students will be prepared with the requisite
skills and knowledge to pursue careers in the public or private sector
or graduate work in public policy and related disciplines. Public Policy
students will investigate policy as well as the relationships among all of
the actors and entities that have a voice in the policymaking process.
  This process is inherently interdisciplinary, and thus brings together
scholarship from Economics, Political Science, and Sociology, among
other disciplines.  

The Public Policy major offers a “rigorous, student-centered education
rooted in the liberal arts” that encourages students to investigate social
problems, explore ethical standards and considerations, and examine
issues of equity across a variety of contexts. The goal is to “prepare
students for personal excellence, professional success, and engaged
citizenship” by equipping them with the skills that are necessary for
understanding the broad, societal impact of public policy.

Undergraduate Major
• Public Policy (https://academiccatalog.sju.edu/arts-sciences/public-

policy/publicpolicy-major/)

Undergraduate Minors
• Public Policy (https://academiccatalog.sju.edu/arts-sciences/public-

policy/publicpolicy-minor/)

Graduate Degree
• Masters of Science in Public Policy (https://

academiccatalog.sju.edu/arts-sciences/public-policy/publicpolicy-
ms/)

ECN 101 Introductory Economics Micro (3 credits)
By analyzing the behavior of buyers and sellers in product and factor
markets, this course explains how a market economy determines how
scarce resources are allocated to the production and distribution of
various goods and services. Supply-and-demand models are used to
explain the determination of the prices of products and of factor inputs,
and the consequences of government controls and of different types
of market structures on prices, wages, and economic efficiency are
analyzed.
Attributes: GEP Social Science, International Relations Course,
Undergraduate

ECN 330 Economics of Labor (3 credits)
This course concentrates on the analysis of the major contemporary
issues concerning labor relations and labor unions; in particular:
unemployment, wage-price relations, the settlement of disputes,
minimum-wage legislation, wage differentials and discrimination, and
competition from imports. Discussion is not confined to the purely
economic dimensions of these topics. The course includes descriptive
material on the development and present structure of the labor union
movement in this country and on the more interesting and significant
features of labor-management relations in selected foreign countries.
Note: Can count towards quantitative track with the completion of
additional coursework and permission of the instructor.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Undergraduate

ECN 340 Public Finance & Public Policy (3 credits)
This course examines the nature of government spending, the decision-
making process, and trends. It describes and evaluates several kinds
of taxation and proposals for reform. It utilizes microeconomics to
investigate tax incidence and the welfare effects of taxation.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Undergraduate

ECN 370 Economic Development (3 credits)
This course focuses on the economic growth and development of the
Third World; conditions that are conducive to growth are explored and the
transformation that results from growth is studied. Also addressed is the
development impact on trade, poverty, industrialization, etc.
Prerequisites: ECN 101 or ECN 102
Attributes: Globalization Course, International Relations Course, Latin
American Studies Course, Undergraduate

ECN 375 Environmental Economics (3 credits)
Introduces the environmental concerns facing optimal allocation
of resources and factors of environmental policy. Topics include
environmental policy analysis, externalities, public goods, criteria for
evaluating environmental policies, the role of economic analysis in
environmental policy decisions, discussion of pollution control planning,
economic analysis of environmental policy in The United States, and
international environmental issues.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Globalization Course, Undergraduate

ECN 382 Urban Economics (3 credits)
Urban Economics is broadly defined as the economic study of urban
areas. This course will teach you how to examine issues that typically
occur in urban areas, such as crime, poverty, inequality, and the
distribution of public goods and government resources, from an
economic perspective. Throughout this course, we will not only examine
urban issues theoretically, but also use real-world data and geographic
information systems software (GIS) to apply economic theory to examine
these issues in real-time.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Undergraduate

ECN 385 Law and Economics (3 credits)
This course provides a basic understanding of the economic analysis
in specific areas of common law in the United States. Covering a broad
range of topics from the implications of property law and contract law
for economically efficient behavior, to the effects of tort law and criminal
law on the incentives for individuals to conduct themselves in a socially
desirable manner. This course uses microeconomic tools to examine
torts, contracts, and property law as well as the theory and empirical
evidence on the economics of crime and punishment.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Undergraduate

ECN 390 The Economics of Healthcare (3 credits)
This course examines major policy issues associated with the delivery of
health care in the United States from an economic perspective. Particular
emphasis will be placed on the challenges and trade-offs involved in
containing health care costs, maintaining quality, and ensuring access.
This course will provide students with a better understanding of the
major health policy issues.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Undergraduate
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ECN 410 Econometrics (3 credits)
Basic principles of econometrics beginning with the classical linear
regression model and the method of least squares. Special problems
arising from the violation of classical assumptions, and statistical
procedures for dealing with them, are covered. Identification and
estimation problems are also studied, as well as forecasting with single-
equation regression and simultaneous system of equations. Modern
time-series models are evaluated, with numerous forecasting illustrations
from economics and business. Note: Required for quantitative track.
Prerequisites: ECN 101 and ECN 102 and (MAT 118 or MAT 128 or
DSS 210)
Attributes: Undergraduate

ECN 452 Econ of Presidential Elections (3 credits)
In 1992, James Carville, then candidate Bill Clinton's campaign manager,
coined the phrase "the economy, stupid." The implication was that the
economy was the number one issue for voters. A November 2019 poll
confirms this-- .."when asked what issue "matters the most to you right
now," jobs and the economy is cited by 24% of Americans, No. 1 among
all responses..." In this course, we will discuss the major economic
policy issues of the 2020 presidential election, including health care,
immigration, climate change, federal budget and taxation, trade and
tariffs, minimum wage, and SNAP. The two major parties' policy platforms
will be our primary texts. They will be supplemented by readings from the
economics literature, campaign policy briefs and articles from the media.
We will also study some topics in the economics of voting, including
ranked choice voting and whether it is rational to vote at all.
Prerequisites: ECN 101
Attributes: Undergraduate

ECN 484 Economics of Race (3 credits)
This course will examine the causes and consequences of racial
disparities in economic outcomes. We begin with a history of slavery and
its economic consequences. Then we will look at official government
policies, such as red-lining, that have contributed to racial disparities.
We will examine the data on racial disparities in poverty, unemployment,
income, and wealth. The rest of the course will focus on an economic
analysis of racial differences in various aspects of the economy,
including education, health care, and housing. We will also study current
government policy and proposals to mitigate the disparities.
Prerequisites: ENG 101
Attributes: American Studies Course, Faith Justice Course, Service
Learning Course, Undergraduate, Writing Intensive Course- GEP

ECN 487 Research Methods (3 credits)
This course is an upper-level economics elective that provides students
with an introduction into research methods. We will discuss current
research in applied microeconomics and apply the methods learned
to create original research. Throughout the course we will investigate
multiple facets of research including literature review, data analysis, and
analytic writing. Throughout the course, students will be given verbal
and written feedback about their analysis and writing. Throughout this
course, there will be opportunities for reading about, writing about, and
discussing current policies, problems, and events that are relevant to
writing a comprehensive research paper. In order to gain the most from
these discussions, students are required to take on an active role in these
discussions.
Prerequisites: ECN 101 and ECN 410 and ENG 101
Attributes: Undergraduate, Writing Intensive Course- GEP

ECN 491 Economics Internship (3 credits)
This course combines work experience with academic study. Students
work in internships for the duration of the semester (some 10 hours per
week) with approved employers in the private and public sectors (or non-
governmental and non-profit organizations) in the Philadelphia area.
Their work experience is complemented with relevant required readings.
In addition, students must keep a journal, write a final report and meet
regularly with their adviser. A successful academic internship is a three-
way partnership between the student, the employer, and the faculty
adviser.
Attributes: Undergraduate

POL 111 Intro to American Politics (3 credits)
This course is an introduction to American political processes and
institutions. The goal of this course is to acquaint the student with the
theory and practice of American government. Students will learn about
the basic structure, function, and dynamics of American government and
the political system within the context of the major political issues of
our time. Beyond studying the institutional structures and activities of
government, we will also evaluate the relationships between individuals,
groups, and institutions in terms of influence, process, and outputs in
various domains.
Attributes: American Studies Course, GEP Social Science, Undergraduate

POL 113 Intro to Comparative Politics (3 credits)
An introduction to the study of comparative political systems, this
course focuses attention on the institutions and political cultures
of select countries from different world regions. While exploring the
varieties of democracy and authoritarianisms, as well as the complexity
of democratizing today, this course also introduces students to the
comparative method.
Attributes: GEP Social Science, Globalization Course, International
Relations Course, Undergraduate

POL 192 Washington Internship (3 credits)
Students who attend The Washington Center (TWC) for a normal
academic semester (fall or spring) perform a 30-35 hour a week
internship. The Department grants students two upper division courses
(6 credits) for the internship (see POL 411-412 below) and also this third
elective course for these internship hours. This course is an elective; it
does not count for POL major or minor credit.

POL 193 Washington Center Elective (3 credits)
Students who attend The Washington Center (TWC) take one evening
course at the Center in addition to performing their internship and
participating in the leadership seminar. If this course is in Political
Science, we transfer it back as POL 193. This course is an elective; it does
not count for POL major or minor credit.

POL 304 Engaging Communities (3 credits)
How do communities identify and solve problems in partnership with
other stakeholders in their local environment? Engaging Communities
is an examination of how institutions develop trust and reciprocal
partnerships within their neighborhoods and surrounding communities.
The class will study the theory and practice of constructing mutually
beneficial relationships among and between hospitals, higher education
institutions, non-profit organizations, local government, community
groups, and residents to improve the quality of life locally in Philadelphia
and the surrounding counties. Students will learn about multiple ways
to elicit and increase community participation and civic engagement,
utilize the fundamentals of project management, and create models for
assessment.
Prerequisites: POL 111 or POL 113
Attributes: Undergraduate
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POL 306 Political Participation in US (3 credits)
Why do people participate in American politics and civic life? Why
don't they? Why should they? This course emphasizes the political
science literature on political participation and civic engagement. We
will begin by examining the factors that make participation more or less
likely including socialization, partisanship, networks, and geography.
Demographic and social identities can shape how easily and how often
we wish to involve ourselves in democratic processes. From there, we
will focus on forms of political participation. Who votes? Who donates
money? Who protests? Throughout we will acknowledge the constraints
that make forms of participation easier from some than others. Finally,
we will address the consequences for political life if individuals opt out of
politics. What does isolation and decline in civic life mean for the rise of
political and economic inequality, efficacy, and social connectedness?
Attributes: Faith Justice Course, Justice Ethics and the Law ,
Undergraduate

POL 309 Advising and Advocacy (3 credits)
How do citizens and groups advocate for interests? How do they advise
leaders to make changes? And, when are they more likely to influence the
policy direction of the nation? This course offers an analysis of modern
American "advising and advocacy" styles and models, with a focus on the
politics of domestic policymaking. Students will study the use of power
and authority, the importance of strategic opportunities, the nature of
decision-making in a separated system, and the role that government,
interest groups, and public opinion play in those decisions. Based on
these perspectives, we will bring our informed insights to address an
important question within our current circumstances: how to represent
those who were/are marginalized in the political landscape. Thus,
students in this class will serve as advocates for those who may not have
the strongest voices in political discussions and advise elected officials
on how to construct a policy agenda that attends to underserved citizens
and historically marginalized communities. Indeed, a primary goal of the
class is to study and critically analyze how systems of inequality and
disadvantage inform politics and policy from a social justice perspective.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Faith Justice Course, Gender
Studies Course, Undergraduate

POL 313 Public Policy (3 credits)
This course investigates public policymaking within the United States
with an emphasis on the social construction of public policy. Students
will assess the significance of social, economic, and political factors
that influence policymaking and implementation; how problems
become a part of the political agenda; and the major political ideological
perspectives in the U.S. that impact policy process and content.
The course is a study of policy in practice, as students will evaluate
current social problems along with empirical social science research
to determine the strengths and weaknesses as well as the intended
and unintended effects of a particular social policy at the state and/or
national level.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Faith Justice Course, Justice Ethics
and the Law , Undergraduate

POL 316 State and Local Government (3 credits)
This upper division course focuses on understanding variation across
America's federal system. How can we move from thinking about
one American government, to 51 governments (all the states plus the
national), or to the significantly larger number of local and municipal
governments? What role do the states and localities play in shaping
American democracy? In what ways are states hindering democracy or
helping it flourish? In this course we will focus on three broad themes
in the state politics literature: structural power, interest group activism,
and individual political behavior. Throughout we will acknowledge that
variation at the subnational level matters for engagement, equality, and
the presence of a functioning democracy.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Undergraduate

POL 319 Public Opinion & Media (3 credits)
This course is a brief overview of the role of public opinion and media
in American democracy. We hold attitudes about relevant political
and social groups, many of which shape our thoughts and actions.
Further, if government is to be "by the people," understanding what "the
people" want is of major importance to legislators, organized groups,
and interested political scientists. The media, a critical source of political
information, can inform the public, provide a mirror of public perception,
but also shape ideas. In this course, we examine several complex
questions: What is public opinion? Where does it come from? How and
when does it change? Does everyone's opinion matter equally?
Attributes: American Studies Course, Undergraduate

POL 323 Women and American Politics (3 credits)
This course is designed to provide students with a critical examination
of women as political actors in the United States. We will analyze various
forms of women's political participation, both in the traditional spheres of
what is considered politics -- women as voters and politicians -- and also
in more "non-traditional" spheres of political activism. We will examine
how women are mobilized to participate in politics, focusing keenly on
the differences among women in their political activism in an effort to
understand how the intersection of gender, race, class, sexuality, age,
and ability influence women's political activism. The primary goal of this
course is to familiarize students with key issues, questions, and debates
in the women and politics scholarship, mainly from a U.S. perspective.
Students will become acquainted with many of the critical questions
and concepts scholars have developed as tools for thinking about the
gendered political experience. In this course you will learn to "read" and
analyze gender politically, exploring how it impacts our understanding of
the political world.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Diversity Course, Faith Justice
Course, Gender Studies Course, Undergraduate
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POL 324 Race & Ethnic Politics in U.S. (3 credits)
From its first days, the United States has faced the dilemma of how to
incorporate populations different from the majority population into the
polity. This dilemma continues today and appears in discussions of such
issues as affirmative action, immigration and naturalization, language
policy, and social welfare policy. In this course, we will examine the major
theories that attempt to explain the roles of race and ethnicity in U.S.
politics and the ways in which individuals use race and ethnicity as
resources for political organization. We will examine the phenomenon
of ethnicity and race in the political development of the United States.
Finally, we will look at the political attitudes and behaviors of ethnic
and racial populations in order to measure their contemporary political
influence. Among the topics to be covered include the meaning of race
and ethnicity, the history of racial and immigration politics, prejudice,
group participation and mobilization, political representation, and public
opinion.
Attributes: Africana Studies Course, American Studies Course, Diversity
Course, Faith Justice Course, Undergraduate

POL 326 Protesting Inequality (3 credits)
Through the lens of political science, this course examines the political
causes and consequences of inequality in the United States and
how citizens have responded to the empirical realities of unequal
circumstances. While inequality is an economically, politically, socially,
and morally complex phenomenon, this course emphasizes that
inequality does not "just happen" but rather is a result of the way our
society is structured. Nevertheless, citizens-agents-have protested
inequality on various occasions and in many different ways. It is on
these citizen protest movements that we will focus most of our attention,
including, but not limited to, the "Poor People's Movements" of the 1960s,
the Welfare Rights Movement in the 1990s, and the Occupy Movement of
the 2010s.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Faith Justice Course, Justice Ethics
and the Law , Undergraduate

POL 328 Politics of U.S. Immigration (3 credits)
In this course, students will critically engage with the politics of
immigration in the United States. While the national narrative broadly
celebrates the arrival and incorporation of newcomers, these processes
have been highly contested and problematic both in popular discourse
and public policy since the country's founding. The question of 'who
immigrates' has been, and continues to be, shaped by decisions on how
to manage geopolitical and geoeconomic forces, domestic political,
economic and social preferences, popular sentiment and humanitarian
considerations. Furthermore, understanding how immigrants integrate
in society necessarily involves examining 'difference' on a number of
axes, including race and ethnicity, language and culture, religion, gender,
socioeconomic and educational levels, and legal status. This course
provides students with the opportunity to explore key aspects of the
discourse and reality of immigration to the U.S., including the American
Dream, assimilation, ethnic neighborhoods, transnationalism, borders
and security by considering the values, interests and roles of actors at
all levels, including civil society organizations, national and sub-national
governments, communities, households and individuals in the continuous
re-making of the U.S. as a nation of immigrants.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Faith Justice Course, Irish Studies
Course, Justice Ethics and the Law , Latin American Studies Course,
Undergraduate

POL 331 Latin American Politics (3 credits)
This course addresses the political, economic and social development
of modern Latin America. It examines the transformation of traditional
authority structures, efforts to promote economic development, and
concerns for the consolidation of democracy, adjustment to globalization,
and U.S.-Latin American relations.
Attributes: Faith Justice Course, International Relations Course, Justice
Ethics and the Law , Latin American Studies Course, Non-Western Studies
(GEP), Undergraduate

POL 334 Russian Politics (3 credits)
In 1917, the USSR was born out of the ashes of the Russian empire,
and in 1991, it died. Since the Soviet Union disintegrated, Russia has
struggled to develop a new national identity, a healthy economy, a well-
functioning polity, an efficacious state, and a new orientation in world
affairs. This course investigates the significance of the Soviet legacy for
the contemporary political situation in Russia and evaluates the impact
of new forces unleashed since the end of the communist era. In learning
about the USSR and developments in today's Russia, the class applies
some of comparative politics' "big concepts:" revolution, the state, the
nation, federalism, totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and democracy.
Attributes: International Relations Course, Non-Western Studies (GEP),
Undergraduate

POL 336 The EU and European Politics (3 credits)
This course will provide students with a hands-on opportunity for learning
about the politics of the European Union and its member states. As an
organization that is both supranational and intergovernmental in nature,
the EU's actions are subject to the actions within its institutions and the
decisions of its members. Therefore European politics has a great impact
on what the Union does. The key and (unique) learning tools in this
course are three simulations of EU institutions -the EU Parliament, the
Councils of the EU, and the European Council. Students will take on roles
of actual EU politicians and engage in policy making. The simulations
will require students to perform extensive outside research to prepare to
play their roles and will give participants an excellent understanding of
these institutions and how they work. Class members will also become
expert in the politics of "their" countries (the countries from which their
alter egos are from) as well as on the issue under consideration (which
will vary depending on pressing European and world events).
Attributes: Globalization Course, International Relations Course, Irish
Studies Course, Undergraduate

POL 337 Contemp Cuban Pol & Society (3 credits)
The Cuban revolution is one of the seminal events of Latin American
twentieth century history. This course provides the tools to understand
the forces that gave rise to the revolution, how 'the Revolution' has
evolved over the more than five and a half decades since the Castro
government has been in power, and how Cuban society has transformed -
politically, economically, socially and culturally. Particular focus is placed
on Cuba since the demise of the Soviet Union, the so called "Special
Period," in which Cuba transitioned from a 2nd World client state into
an isolated underdeveloped country. Political reforms since then have
contributed to an aperture toward the outside world, as well as to steps
towards greater economic freedom for Cubans. Many other topics,
including race, gender, the arts, Cuba's foreign relations with the U.S. and
the rest of the world, citizenship, religion, health care and Cuba's future,
will be discussed as well.
Attributes: Africana Studies Course, American Studies Course,
International Relations Course, Latin American Studies Course, Non-
Western Studies (GEP), Undergraduate
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POL 352 Global Political Economy (3 credits)
Global economic relations are international, political and complex;
they involve cross border flows of goods, money, services and people,
and they reflect and create power. This course focuses on the nature
and impact of the movement of goods (trade), capital (money, foreign
direct investment, bailouts), services (call centers), people (migration),
and even "bads" (pollution and disease) to understand the challenges
of and opportunities for development, globalization and international
cooperation in today's world. It emphasizes the analysis of historic
booms and busts in various national economies as well as current global
events and trends.
Prerequisites: POL 115
Attributes: Globalization Course, International Relations Course, Latin
American Studies Course, Undergraduate

POL 356 American Foreign Policy (3 credits)
This course explores US foreign policy since the end of World War II. After
a conceptual introduction (Part I) which explores the utility of interests,
institutions, and ideas for accounting for American policy, the course
examines the US-Soviet competition and the ways that that "cold" conflict
affected U.S. behavior not only toward the USSR, but also toward other
regions (Part II). Part III investigates the early post-Cold War period
and the attempts and failures in constructing some kind of "New World
Order," and Part IV explores how the US has been responding to the twin
challenges of terrorism and globalization.
Attributes: American Studies Course, International Relations Course,
Undergraduate

POL 368 Women, Gender & World Politics (3 credits)
This course explores the political power of women (and with less focus,
LGBTQ+ people) as domestic and global actors around the world. After a
brief introduction to selected feminist writings from authors from various
parts of the world, we will investigate the conditions under and extent
to which women are empowered in various domestic political settings.
We will then examine the ways that women act in and are acted upon
by the global system. Our goal is to identify the ways that gender and
intersections affect women and societies throughout the world. As a final
product for the course, students will write and present a literature review
and argument or hypothesis in response to a self-generated, course-
related research question.
Attributes: Faith Justice Course, Gender Studies Course, Globalization
Course, International Relations Course, Undergraduate

POL 411 Washington Internship I (3 credits)
At The Washington Center (see Special Academic Programs and Services
for more information), students are placed in an internship where they
work 30-35 hours in an office making substantive contributions to its
work in politics, public policy, law, advocacy, or other related fields. For
these activities, students earn two courses worth of upper division credit.
Please note: the other courses at the Washington Center do not count for
POL major or minor credit.
Attributes: Undergraduate

POL 412 Washington Internship II (3 credits)
At The Washington Center (see Special Academic Programs and Services
for more information), students are placed in an internship where they
work 30-35 hours in an office making substantive contributions to its
work in politics, public policy, law, advocacy, or other related fields. For
these activities, students earn two courses worth of upper division credit.
Please note: the other courses at the Washington Center do not count for
POL major or minor credit.
Attributes: Undergraduate

POL 413 International Internship I (3 credits)
Some study abroad programs offer internship credit for one or two
classes. Please note: subject to administrative approval, students may
earn two courses of UD POL credit if their internship is in the 32- hour/
week range.
Attributes: International Relations Course, Undergraduate

POL 414 International Internship II (3 credits)
Some study abroad programs offer internship credit for one or two
classes. Please note: subject to administrative approval, students may
earn two courses of UD POL credit if their internship is in the 32- hour/
week range.
Attributes: International Relations Course, Undergraduate

POL 415 Applied Research Mixed Methods (3 credits)
Public policy scholars and practitioners have a wide variety of
methodological tools at their disposal. Yet, it can be challenging to
determine which techniques are best equipped to answer particular
research questions, as well as how to fruitfully combine distinct
methods. Gaining a familiarity with the discipline’s vast methodological
“toolkit” is essential to building the knowledge and skills necessary to
engage in political and social research— for scholars, policymakers,
and practitioners. In this course, students will explore the principle
methodological approaches employed in political inquiry—encompassing
experimental, quantitative-statistical, and qualitative techniques—
and examine how these tools may be productively “mixed” to make
descriptive and causal inferences about political phenomena. In addition
to learning to evaluate and critique distinct methodological approaches,
students will “learn by doing” and gain experience applying various
techniques to answer specific research questions. To provide the
necessary technical skills for applied research, the course will introduce
students to software programs that are commonly used for quantitative
and qualitative research. Students will apply the skills and techniques
in the context of a semester-long research project, which will include
formulating a research question, developing a research design, and
engaging in original empirical research (including data collection and
data analysis). The project could form the basis of a graduate-level
thesis or article manuscript prepared for submission to a peer-reviewed
publication.
Prerequisites: POL 111 or POL 113
Restrictions: Enrollment is limited to students with a major, minor, or
concentration in International Relations, Political Science or Public Policy.
Attributes: International Relations Course, Undergraduate

POL 490 Global Smarts Internship (3 credits)
The Global Smarts Internship allows students to intern with the
prestigious World Affairs Council of Philadelphia while making a
commitment to social justice. Mentors travel to under-resourced middle
schools in Philadelphia to prepare 8th graders for a city-wide Model
United Nations event in May in which the middle-schoolers compete
with students from elite private and well-funded suburban schools. As
Global Smarts mentors help their middle-school students with skills and
content, they develop their own academic skills (e.g. oral presentation,
research, and writing) and their work experience. During this semester,
mentors help their students understand two important issues of justice
(previous topics have included ending forced labor, women's education,
and providing clean and affordable energy). Throughout the semester,
students reflect critically and consciously about their service and the
systemic injustice in Philadelphia's public education system. This
opportunity for community-engaged learning requires an interview in Fall
(several weeks before Spring registration).
Attributes: International Relations Course, Service Learning Course,
Undergraduate
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POL 491 Philadelphia-Area Internship (3 credits)
The Philadelphia Area Internship Program supports student internships
in the public sector, private sector, or in a non-governmental organization
(NGO) in the Philadelphia area. Students will complete a total of 130
hours of work, write a resume and sample cover letter, keep a journal,
and attend and write about an SJU Career Development Center event.
Students who complete the requirements will receive 3 credits for
one upper-division course in History, Political Science, or International
Relations. Course is open to ALL majors.
Attributes: International Relations Course, Undergraduate

SOC 101 Intro to Sociology (3 credits)
Introduction to the scientific approach to the study of society, including
the study of social structures; studies such topics as how we acquire
self-identity, gender, our behavior in groups, bureaucracies, stereotyping,
the role of the state, survey research, culture, and collective behavior.
Attributes: Diversity Course, GEP Social Science, Undergraduate

SOC 102 Social Problems (3 credits)
A sociological analysis of contemporary social issues including
economic crises, concentration of wealth, poverty, crime, sexism, race
and ethnic relations, mental illness, population growth, war and peace,
and relations with other countries.
Attributes: American Studies Course, Diversity Course, Gender Studies
Course, GEP Social Science, Undergraduate

SOC 253 Race and Social Justice (3 credits)
In this course we will examine the issue of social justice as it pertains
to race and ethnicity. The course will address the social and cultural
constructions of race and ethnicity and their effects on social
institutions, interpersonal relationships, and quality of life primarily in the
U.S., but also abroad. Specifically, we will focus on how advantages and
disadvantages are distributed among individuals and societies, why this
process occurs, and how we can work to achieve balance and equality.
As part of our discussions, we will focus on the contributions of racial
and ethnic minorities in our changing social, economic, political, and legal
institutions by examining controversial topics central to debates on racial
justice and policy.
Attributes: Africana Studies Course, Criminal Justice Course, Diversity
Course, GEP Social Science, Undergraduate

SOC 312 Social Research Methods I (3 credits)
Presents the main ways of gathering social scientific information, e.g.,
questionnaires, interviews, observation, experiments, content analysis,
etc.; Specific emphasis placed on the ethical considerations when
conducting social science research.
Prerequisites: SOC 101 or SOC 102
Restrictions: Enrollment is limited to Undergraduate Day Division level
students.
Attributes: Undergraduate

SOC 313 Data Analysis (3 credits)
This course introduces students to the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS) for conducting quantitative data analysis. Using the
General Social Survey and other publicly available data sets, we will
learn about transforming variables, conducting univariate and bivariate
analysis, requesting descriptive and inferential statistics, and learning
how to interpret these statistics. Emphasis is on doing the analysis
and presenting the analysis for research projects. This course is a
prerequisite for Seminar, SOC 495.
Attributes: Undergraduate

SOC 323 Health and Society (3 credits)
An overview of health care in the United States with attention to its
historical antecedents; definitions of illnesses; examines the effect of
social factors on the occurrence of illness and its treatment; studies
the organization of health facilities. Satisfies Gender Studies Minor
requirement.
Attributes: Diversity Course, GEP Social Science, Undergraduate

SOC 345 Law and Social Policy (3 credits)
An exploration of various dimensions of the relationship between law
and social policy in contemporary U.S. society. In assessing how judicial
opinions and legislative efforts affect social relations and institutional
arrangements, inquiry is focused upon: (1) the ways in which social
problems become defined as legal issues; (2) the forces which shape
the initiation and ultimate formulation of legislative acts designed to
affect public policy; (3) the role which cultural values and assumptions
play in framing legal arguments and influencing judicial opinions and
remedial programs; (4) the issue of compliance and the ways in which
it is measured and enforced, and (5) the strengths and limitations of the
law as a means of achieving specific social policy objectives.
Attributes: Criminal Justice Course, GEP Social Science, Justice Ethics
and the Law , Undergraduate

SOC 349 Poverty Ethics & Social Policy (3 credits)
This course offers an overview of poverty in the United States, explores
the ethical principles surrounding poverty and our response to it, and
examines social policies that seek to ameliorate poverty. Students will
work on a semester-long academic assignment which will engage them in
one aspect of poverty and social policy.
Prerequisites: PHL 154 and (SOC 101 or SOC 102)
Attributes: Ethics Intensive, Undergraduate

SOC 355 Race, Crime & CJ (3 credits)
This course examines the topic of race and ethnicity in relation to crime
and criminal justice processing. More specifically, we focus on several
issues: 1) the role of privilege and marginalization in the context of
race and ethnicity and the criminal justice system: 2) the impact of
these factors on intergroup relationships generally and the responses
of the criminal justice system to criminal behavior, victimization, and
employment within the criminal justice field; 3) how the responses of the
criminal justice system affect the lives of offenders, victims, and agents
of the criminal justice system for various racial/ethnic groups; 4) the
current patterns of crime and victimization in relation to race/ethnicity? In
addressing these questions, it is important to note that this is an upper-
level sociology/criminal justice course, so do not expect it to be lecture
driven, although some lectures will be presented. Much of the course
work will revolve around class discussions and written analysis of the
readings.
Attributes: Africana Studies Course, Criminal Justice Course, Diversity
Course, GEP Social Science, Undergraduate

SOC 378 Urban and Public Policy (3 credits)
This course will offer a foundation in how sociologists study cities and
public policy. We will examine assets of cities and key areas of need
that cities face (such as education, poverty, housing, and crime), and we
will study policy options to improve cities and their larger metropolitan
areas. These are broad policy areas of study, so we will hone in on
specific policies. For example, we will explore how cities have formulated
their initiatives to end homelessness, we will consider juvenile justice
alternatives, and we will look at how cities can position themselves to be
sustainable in the effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Attributes: Africana Studies Course, Criminal Justice Course, GEP Social
Science, Undergraduate
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SOC 401 Higher Education Policy (3 credits)
What should students gain from college? How should higher education
be funded? How is college connected to inequalities along racial, gender,
class, and other lines, and what role should individual campuses play
in mitigating those inequalities? Policy decisions shape each of these
questions and their potential answers. In this course, we will examine
contemporary higher education policy and connections to inequality.
Topics will include financial aid, diversity, access to college, different
types of college settings, and funding.
Attributes: Undergraduate

SOC 490 Internship (3 credits)
The student is placed according to his/her interests in a criminal justice,
social service, or health care setting for a semester. In this way, he/
she may apply classroom-acquired skills and knowledge while gaining
practical work experience. Permission of internship director required.
Attributes: Criminal Justice Course, Undergraduate

SOC 491 Internship (1-6 credits)
The student is placed according to his/her interests in a criminal justice,
social service, or health care setting for a semester. In this way, he/
she may apply classroom-acquired skills and knowledge while gaining
practical work experience. Permission of internship director required.
Attributes: Undergraduate

GIS 101 Introduction to GIS (3 credits)
This course is designed to acquaint students with an introductory
examination of geographic information systems (GIS). GIS tools are used
to analyze spatial information, manage spatial data, and create maps
used to present and visualize data. This course focuses on ArcGIS and
how to apply GIS skills to answer research questions. GIS technology
is used in a variety of disciplines including humanities, engineering,
economics, environmental studies, engineering, management, urban
planning, agriculture, forestry, public health, and many others.
Attributes: Undergraduate

GIS 201 Intermediate GIS (3 credits)
A continuation of GIS 101, this course will prepare students for more
advanced geographical analysis and use of geographical information
systems (GIS). Students will learn intermediate techniques to analyze
spatial information, manage spatial data, and create map layouts to
present and visualize data. This course focuses on ArcGIS and other
softwares as well as how students can integrate geographic concepts
and GIS skills in their major and intended field.
Prerequisites: GIS 101 or INT 170
Attributes: Undergraduate

COM 371 Civic Media (3 credits)
This course engages students in questions about media, technology,
sociality, and society. Students examine both theoretical and experiential
foundations in order to understand the relationship between mediated
communication and human communities. Those who complete this
course will gain hands on experience engaging audiences and developing
communities through various social media platforms.
Prerequisites: COM 200 and COM 201
Attributes: Undergraduate

COM 460 Health Communication Advocacy (3 credits)
This course will address the topic of health as it is enacted and
defined within the discipline of communication studies. This course
systematically explores and elaborates key concepts, principles,
and underlying theories pertinent to public health communication
campaigns and advocacy practices. Specifically, this course will provide
students with conceptual and applied knowledge about communication
interactions and its effects on health care, health practitioners, and
patients. Topics include but are not limited to patient-provider interaction,
social and cultural issues of health, mass media representations
of health and healthy behaviors, and communication within health
organizations.
Attributes: Undergraduate


